CJ Advanced Stats Self-Reflection Project
Part I
1 LEARNING GOALS
If you complete this assignment thoughtfully and carefully you will advance in the following
directions.



You will begin to reflect on your own current strengths and weaknesses as a scholar.
Further, you will develop a routine for assessing your progress in growing your scholarly
strengths and diminishing your scholarly weaknesses.

2 SPECIFIC TASKS




You will write a document of 750-1500 words.
You will upload this to Canvas on or before the beginning of the next class.
You will put in place a procedure you can use on a routine basis to help monitor you
progress in growing your scholarly strengths and addressing your scholarly weaknesses.
(Hint: You will return to an assessment of your progress toward the end of the semester.)

3 SOURCES
This assignment is adapted from Baehr's self-reflection project (Baehr 2015: appendix D).
Quotes below are from that source.

4 DETAILS
At the end of this assignment you will find both a list of Baehr's nine intellectual master virtues,
and some questions for you to think about to help you frame your current level of strength on
each of these intellectual master virtues. HINT: be sure that you are clear before you start on how
your intellectual virtues are completely separate from your moral or civic virtues.
A. Strength arena. After you have consulted that information, state, using that list of
intellectual virtues:
"What are your top two intellectual character strengths? What, specifically do they look
like in your life? How have they benefited you in your life as a student or otherwise?
Illustrate " at least one "honest, concrete, and detailed” example.
B. Weakness arena. "Similarly, what are your top two intellectual weaknesses? What
specifically do they look like in your life? How have they hindered or harmed you in your
life as a student or otherwise? Illustrate with" at least one "honest, concrete, and detailed"
example.
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C. Context. Looking "back over the course of your life" – community cultural context,
crucial events in your life, people who were important influences – how do you think that
shaped both your two top intellectual strengths and your two top intellectual weaknesses?
D. Where I am headed. "In one substantial paragraph, describe the kind of intellectual
character you would like to have. Be detailed and specific."
E. Using this course to meet my goals. Given what you know so far about this course, what
specific ways do you think it can help you grow what specific intellectual virtues?
F. Checking in protocol. "Identify and describe a self-monitoring discipline that you will
use on at least a weekly basis for the duration of the semester to reflect on your current
practice or failure to practice the intellectual virtues that matter to you most. Describe the
details of this practice." We will discuss in class various forms such self-monitoring
discipline might take.
Please use the above paragraph headings as section subheads in your paper. Please submit your
documents in either Word or PDF format. Please type your assignment double spaced, with page
numbers and 1-inch margins all around. Put your name and the date at the top of the document.
DUE VIA CANVAS FILE UPLOAD ON OR BEFORE START OF NEXT CLASS 1/29/2018

5 ASSESSMENT
Although this is obviously a subjective assignment, it will be graded on a pass-fail basis. Your
completed work will be a "pass" if it demonstrates all the following qualities.
1. You followed all the instructions, you answered all the questions, you met the specified
requirements. (IV: attentiveness, intellectual carefulness)
2. You carefully proofread your paper. It is completely free of grammatical errors and spelling
mistakes. (IV: intellectual carefulness)
3. Most importantly, you thoughtfully developed your answers. You "took your time with this
assignment and engaged in deep, thoughtful, and honest reflection." (IV: intellectual
thoroughness; intellectual courage)
4. Your answers are "realistic." They did not seem "fabricated or dishonest." (IV: intellectual
courage)
This assignment is counted as part of the “interim products and tests” that count for 15 percent of
your grade.

6 REFERENCES
Baehr, Jason. 2015. "Educating for Intellectual Virtues: An Introductory Guide for College and
University Instructors. [Online: Http://Intellectualvirtues.Org/Guiding-Principles/for-Collegeand-University-Instructors/ ]."

2

3

4

